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Introduction to CDP

• An independent not-for-profit organization which holds the largest 
database of corporate climate change information in the world

• CDP provides a global intersection between Investors and Corporations

• CDP issues annual climate change information requests issued on
behalf of 534 institutional investors, more than 40 purchasing 
organizations and UK government bodies to more than 3,700 
corporations across the globe

• On their behalf, CDP seeks information on the business risks and 
opportunities presented by climate change and GHG emissions data from 
the world’s largest corporations

• CDP programs include: CDP Investor, CDP Supply Chain, CDP Public 
Procurement, CDP Cities

What is CDP?

• CDP provides a Global Intersection between signatory investors and 
respondent corporations – gathering information from respondent corporations
for signatory investor use
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The Growth of Institutional Support:

CDP1(2002): 35 signatory investors $4.5 trillion
CDP2(2004); 95 signatory investors $10 trillion 
CDP3(2005): 155 signatory investors $21 trillion    
CDP4(2006): 255 signatory investors $31 trillion   
CDP5(2007): 315 signatory investors $41 trillion
CDP6(2008): 385 signatory investors $57 trillion
CDP7(2009): 475 signatory investors $55 trillion
CDP8(2010): 534 signatory investors $64 trillion

Investor Perspective

The growth in reporting – both Global 500 and S&P 500

Total response rates and disclosed emissions over time
by geography (all Scopes, CDP 2003 to CDP 2009)
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Trends in Disclosure
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S&P 500 CDP 2009 results

• 66% (332) of S&P 500 companies 
responded in 2009; 82% (409) Global 
500

• 52% (260) of S&P 500 respondents 
disclosed GHG emissions

• 34% (169) of S&P 500 respondents 
disclosed reduction targets

• More S&P 500 respondents saw                                    
opportunities 86% (281) than                                    
risks 82% (269)

• 39% (129) of S&P 500 respondents                                
disclosed at least one Scope 3                                  
emission source

Proportion of S&P 500 at each disclosure level

Trends in Disclosure

CDP 2010 CDP 2009
Governance – accountability  and 
incentives 

Risks and Opportunities – process 
for identification, regulatory, 
physical, other

Risks and Opportunities – process 
for identification, regulatory, 
physical, other

Emissions Accounting – reporting 
year *, methodology, Scope 1, 2, 3,  
contractual Scope2, intensity, energy 
and fuel requirements, verification

Strategy – links with co strategy, 
emissions reductions/ energy 
efficiency improvements, 
engagement

Performance – reduction plans, goal 
setting, evaluation and achievement, 
forecasting

Emissions Accounting –
methodology, Scope 1, 2, 3, 
contractual Scope2, intensity,  
verification

Governance – accountability, 
incentives, and communications  

Communications – other external 
publications

Changes to CDP 2010
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New Questions in the 2010 request
Overall the questionnaire is shorter than in 2009 with a number of sub-
questions having been removed. Significant changes from CDP 2009:

– Risk identification process - Describe your company’s process for 
identifying significant risks and/or opportunities from climate change and 
the process for assessing the degree to which they could affect your 
business, including the financial implications. 

– Link between climate change and strategy - Please describe how your 
overall group business strategy links with actions taken on risks and 
opportunities identified, targets and reporting.

– More granularity – Data accuracy and assurance questions broken down 
by emissions scope.

– A new specific sector supplement for Oil and Gas companies. 

Changes to CDP 2010

Thank you for your interest

For further information on CDP please visit www.cdproject.net

For further questions, please contact:

• Leah Stern; Project Manager, CDP USA;                                       
Email: leah.stern@cdproject.net; phone: (212) 378-2086
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